

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Personal Statement

I have recently graduated from the University of Leeds, where I studied a BA (Hons.) degree in New Media (Class 1 Honours). Undertaking such a multi-disciplinary course, allowed for experience in the production of all aspects of multimedia; from graphic and web design, to animation and video. Throughout the degree, there was also a key theoretical backbone with studies on communication theory, the advertising industry, and business and strategies relating to new media business. The degree provided an unrivalled platform for increasing my public speaking and pitching abilities, as well as co-operation and collaboration with fellow students on group projects.
As well as having solid design and development fundamentals, my main passion lies in the future of the new media industry. This includes how the internet can be utilised both as an effective education tool, and as an economic platform. The transition into the age of Web 3.0 will soon be upon us, and I wish to be part of a team of creative individuals in the digital media industry.
Skills
· Graphic design and animation skills using Adobe Photoshop, Adobe Fireworks & Adobe Flash
· Proficient web design skills using Adobe Dreamweaver, coding in XHTML, CSS & moderate knowledge of ColdFusion and PHP applications

· Awareness of JavaScript libraries such as JQuery, and an understanding of good SEO techniques

· Highly aware of cross-platform/browser operability and the fundamental importance of successful accessibility and usability design

· Up-to-date knowledge of new media business models and strategies relating to web 2.0 technologies, e-commerce and web based targeted advertising

· Highly confident in the Microsoft Office Suite, including Word, Access, Excel & Publisher
· Experienced user of both Windows and Mac operating systems

I was elected as I.C.T. Director for two companies in 2003 and 2005 on the Young Enterprise scheme. It was a position of high responsibility that involved the establishment of all design work such as logo creation and web site development.
My artistic flair was used in the creation of theatre stage design sets at a local performing arts college.

Collaborated with the new media design company Swamp@Brahm, on focus groups connected to the creation of a government supported website aimed at teenagers, launching in 2010.
Activities and Interests
· Keen interest in all aspects of art. Have painted recreationally, primarily with oils since 2002.

· Eager reader of non-fiction, with particular interests in psychology, philosophy and theology.

· Devoted music fan – I regularly attend music festivals and gigs throughout the country.
Education
University of Leeds
BA New Media (Hons.)

Class 1 Honours
Sept 2006 – July 2009


__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Wootton Upper School
Sept 2001 – July 2006
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Employment
studio:hem
Owner

July 2009 – Present
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Merit Garden Products
General Assistant
March 2007 – August 2008
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Modular Honours


Class 1:


New Media Strategies and Futures (79)                                           Project I (75)                                                   Creating Database Applications for the Web (73)                          Project II (73)                                                            Web Design & Technology (72) 





Class 2:1


New Media and the Communications Industries (69)                   Interface Design (67) 


New Media Planning and Narrative (67)                                          New Media Arts (67)








A-Level Results


Art & Design (B)                               Government & Politics (B)


Computing (C)                                  History (C)





GCSE Results


I.C.T. (A*)           		 English Literature (A*)   	  English Language (A) Religious Education (A)                   Mathematics (B)                              Science (Double Award) (BB) French (B)                                          Classical Civilisation (C)                  Graphics (C)   Art (C)








studio:hem is a new media design company, primarily targeted towards small businesses in the local area. As owner, I am directly responsible for both communication with clients, and web/graphic design and development. I also deal with advertising and marketing issues, as well as the expansion of business models to help promote the company.








Working at a garden centre taught me invaluable communication skills, on both a customer and colleague basis. Using my artistic background allowed me to help create point of sale displays to increase ROI for the company. I also gained experience in desktop publishing; creating product placement signage and utilising my graphic design skills to produce poster-based advertisements.





Tel: 01133 433447


Email: c.e.m.openshaw@leeds.ac.uk











